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Hobby now a career 



Region revisits Conestoga universal bus pass 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

What is the one thing 
you miss about being a kid? 





Autism is a part of who they are 



"McDonalds' play park.” 
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Ending the year with a bang 


6 * 


“ 0»r only limitations are 
those which we set up in our 
own minds, or permit others 
to establish for us.” 
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New bus pass 
being considered 


- again 


After a long wait Conestoga College students may finally 
get discounted bus passes. 

According to the Waterloo Region Record. Waterloo 
regional council is debating whether it is financially feasible 
to offer Conestogas 11.000 full-time students a universal 
pass in 2016. The U-Pass is currently used by students at 
the University of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier University 

Students at Waterloo and Laurier pay $81 for a semester- 
long pass that allows them to use GRT buses to travel 
around Kitchener -Waterloo as well as Cambridge and 
Elmira. The cost is included m their tuition. Contrasting 
this. Conestoga students pay $218 for the same privilege. 
That s $137 more per term, a cost which many are deeming 

Students at the college have been pushing for cheaper 
rates fbr years. Many were disappointed when regional 
council first denied Conestoga students demand fbr the 
U-Pass in 2011. In 2013. another proposal was put forth 
by Conestoga Students Inc. after a student referendum the 
previous year showed students would use the service, but it 


Jeff Scherer. CSI president, said in an interview with the 
Record that the pass has to go hand-in-hand with extended 
bus service. Many buses are so overcrowded that students 
sometimes get left behind, making them late fbr classes. 

Currently buses run every half-hour, excluding rush hour. 

' es fbr both the Doan and Cambridge 
at Conestoga live all across the region 
nt of them stay in the region after they 
versity students. 

? buses would make travelling to the 
le and affordable. Also. Conestoga is 
home to many middle-class and lower -income students 
whereas those from universities tend to come from higher 
income families. Not only would the pass create more fair- 
ness between the post-secondary schools in K-W but it 
would make the lives of college students a little easier. 

If a U-Pass is offered at Conestoga in 2016 students will 
pay $162 fbr the school year, the same as university stu- 
dents. saving them $274 But the bigger bonus will be more 


in half adozi 
campuses. Student! 
and 70 to 75 per ce 
graduate, unlike ui 
A U-Pass and me 


The views herein represent the position of the newspa- 
per . not necessarily the author. 


Letters are welcome 


Spoke reserves the right to edit 


: 


Spoke welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should be 
signed and include the 
name and telephone 
number of the writer. 

Writers will be contact 
ed tor serif cation. 

No unsigned letters will be 
published. 

Letters should be no longer 


The Editor. Spoke, 299 
boon Valley Dr., 

Room 1C30, Kitchener, Ont., 
N2G4M4 


Fowl pests pose a problem 



With spring flowers comes 
mating season and soon little 
goslings will be strutting their 
new feathers across the side- 


Beth Crouse 

Opinion 


walks while their proud par- 
ents will be on red-alert fbr any 
perceived threat. 

We could praise these crea- 
tures fbr their instincts, but it's 
these parental instincts that 

Conestoga College 
does not have to roll out 
the welcome mat every 
spring to the returning 
fowl. W 



There have been too many 
situations where stud e nts 
have been chased indoors and 
prevented from ventunng 
out fbr fear of being attacked. 
Students are forced to main- 
tain a safe distance from these 
birds, which are free to roam 
unchecked across the campus, 
or else face a fury of feathers 


and beaks. 

If a student does come under 
attack and defends himself, he 
is then publicly reprimanded 
and faces further, more severe 

protected Canadian icon. 

Although the birds are 
protected by federal law. 
Conestoga College should put 
its responsibility fbr students* 
safety ahead of its responsi- 
bility to these webbed -footed 
pests. Deterrents, such as 
noise makers, should be put in 
place to kindly suggest to these 
migratory birds that their pres- 
ence is no longer welcomed 

In North America the 
Canada goose population is on 
the rise. Conestoga does not 

mat every spring to these 
returning fowl. There are 
plenty of other places these 
feathered foes can go to nest 
and set up house. Students 
shouldn t be forced to choose 
between battling a wild goose 
or enjoying some fresh air on 
their break. 

footed fiends that enough is 


augh. 


saying n 
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The ins and outs of buying a car 


BY MICOLE NEMEIH 


For young adults, nothing 
smells quite like freedom like 



According to Angela Gee 
a Bank of Montreal branch 
manager, it all comes down to 
the buyer s debt ratio. 

Finding your debt ratio is 
easier than it sounds You 
can easily find a debt ratio 
calculator online or you can 
do the calculation yourself. 
To calculate your debt ratio 
you first add up all of your 
monthly payments: rent, 
credit card bills, loan pay- 

bills. etc. After you come up 
with a total you divide that 
number by your total monthly 



"You never want your debt 
ratio to be over 40 per cent 
- the lower it is the better. 
Gee said 

According to Gee it's not so 



competitive. You can get real- 


can also go up to 13 per cent 
Gee said 

sidered higher risk because 
they haven't established a 
mature credit rating yet and 
that may affect the interest 
rate, especially when pur- 
chasing a used car at a deal- 
ership through a loan. 

According to Gee "Used car 
interest rates depend on your 
credit rating. If youre a new 
buyer you would be consid- 
ered a higher risk and have a 

Although buying a used car 
could be a lot cheaper than a 
new one. buying a used car 

problems 

“If you're buying a used car 
and want a bank loan, it (the 
car) will be held for secu- 
rity. but we re not going to 
take a car that's 10 years 
old for security Therefore. 



"Has it passed a safety and 
emissions test? How long 
have you owned the car? Do 
you know much about the 
history of the car? Has it been 
in an accident? Which garage 
do you take it to? Who worked 
on it last? Have you made any 


What's the mileage on it?* 
Miller said. 

Gee also recommends that 
when someone is looking to 
buy a car that they do not sub- 
mit an application until they 
are sure it is the car they want. 

"When you go to several 
dealerships make sure they re 



In the end. whether you 

a used car. there are many 
things to consider, but the 

comes down to money and 
what you can afford 
"Really when purchasing 
a car whether it’s used or 

stand the monthly payments 
and the commitment that 
comes with a car. Even if 
someone does get approved 
they should make sure they 
will continue to be able to 
afford it for however long 

Gee said. 




K-W’S GOT TALENT at themuseum 


GRAND RIVER ROCKS THE BODY AND MIND 


ONTARIO 

COLLEGES 

FINALIZE SEXUAL 
ASSAULT POLICY 
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ARTIST CREATES THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UCH.V 




of England. 
' while 


"It took a while to make a 
decision Then I worked at D3 
Artworks and there I learned 
how to express myself artis- 
tically and with the help of 
the amazing staff I planned 
out future goals. I researched 
schools and sat on it for a 
few months until I decid- 
ed to go for it and apply to 
Complections (now called the 
CMU College of Makeup Art 
and Design),** Gee sa* ' 


73 = 


fast-paced program 
didn t want to leave 
was over. My favouril 
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Spreading the word about Parkinson’s 


1Y IUSIIW FORD 

April 11 was World 
Parkinson Day. and April also 
marks Parkinson Awareness 
Month. It's a time when 
100.000 Canadians and six 
million people worldwide 
affected by the disease simply 

"My handwriting was get- 
ting smaller, and because it 
took a year for a clinical diag- 
nosis. I was already thinking 
that it could be Parkinson s, 
said 61-year-old Kitchener 
native and Conestoga College 
graduate. Dee Brown. "I 
wasn't so surprised with the 
diagnosis, but when you hear 
it coming from your doctor — I 
went into denial a little bit.' 

Parkinsons disease (PD) 
occurs when dopamine-gen- 
erating cells in the brain 
die. but why this happens is 
unknown. In the early stag- 
es. the symptoms are usu- 
ally movement -related. Those 
affected are usually prone to 
shaking, slowness of move- 
ment and have difficulty walk- 
ing. The disease is much more 
common m the later stages of 
life, with the majority of cases 
occurring in people over the 
age of SO. Still, there are the 
rare occasions of early-onset 
Parkinson's disease. 

"Life changed dramatically 
for me. I had been driving 
my car. and that got to be too 
much/' Brown said. "The car 
turned into a bicycle, then I 
couldn't pedal or balance, and 
the bike turned into an elec- 
tric bike. Then, that changed 
(to being in a wheelchair). ' 

This April marks the 50th 
anniversary of Parkinson 


Awareness Month. 

Christopher Haddlesey. com- 
munications co-ordinator for 
Parkinson Society Ontario, 
encourages people to spread 
the word about PD in any way 

"You could join in on Cut-A- 
Thon. or simply make a post 
on Facebook. or send out a 
tweet about how important 
this month (#ParkinsonAwa 
renessMonth) is." Haddlesey 
said. "Really it's as simple 
as telling as many people as 
you can. The more people 
who know, the more support 
Parkinsons gets.' 

Ten people are diagnosed 
with PD every single day. and 
the number of people living 
with the disease in Canada 
is expected to double by 2031. 
PD also has the third highest 
direct cost of neurological con- 
ditions annually , with a world- 
wide financial accumulation of 
just over $120 million 

"The impact on individu- 
als and families can be over- 
whelming. ' Joyce Gordon, 
president and chief executive 
officer of Parkinson Society 
Canada, said in a press 
release. 

As PD progresses and 
begins to firmly take hold of 
its victim, dopaminergic neu- 
rons continuously die and the 
drugs used to treat it even- 
tually become increasingly 
ineffective. Rehabilitation 
and certain diets have been 
proven to combat PD in some 
cases but every person is dif- 
ferent and there is no specific 
course of action that is guar- 
anteed to improve a person's 
condition. 

"When your world gets 


smaller on the outside. I 
turned inside and I started 
meditating." Brown said. "It 
helps you put things into per- 
spective and you learn to not 
take things for granted. It's 
not terminal, its just debili- 

Brown said she was weary 
of trying the suggested medi- 
cation at first, and it took a 
lot of soul searching and trial 
and error for her to come to 
a conclusion of what worked 
for her. She was diagnosed 
with PD in 2003 and a com- 
bination of positive thinking, 
meditation and medication 
ultimately led her to be well 
enough to obtain her driver's 
licence again in 2011. 

"I do have my licence back 
— Im driving my car.' Brown 
said. "I share my story, to go 
inward and not take things 
for granted.' 

Brown stressed that there 
is a tremendous amount of 
help out there for people liv- 
ing with PD. The simple act 
Df letting go of pride and 
attending a support group 
is something that can go a 
long way for someone deal- 
ing with the mental aspect of 
the disease. It s about start- 
ing a dialogue, and during 
Parkinson Awareness Month. 
Brown wants the community 
to open up those channels of 

"I think that the best thing 

encourage communication, 
(and) if you have time and 
money or energy to donate, be 
active in that." Brown said 

If you'd like to donate or 
help in any way. visit www. 
parkinson ca 



KEEP CALM - DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE 


EASTER STORIES TOLD THROUGH MUSIC 



CLIFF PROMOTES IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
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Play explores a forbidden love story 

It’s a snapshot of the struggles faced by moderate Iraqis’ 


BY IOSH KENNEDY 


Students at the University of Waterloo got to see a 
different side of the Iraq war with a showing of the 
play. The Widow: a Portrait of Love and Upheaval in Iraq, 
which played on March 31 at the school's Theatre 
of the Arts 

The Widow centres on Nour. a widowed woman liv- 
ing in Iraq during the 2003 war. who falls m love 
with Samir, a young outspoken teacher, and soon 
starts an affair with him Samir is then forced to 
flee Iraq after he receives threats from a religious 
militia group, leaving Nour to deal with all of the 
consequences on her own. Three months go by and 
Samir is now a jobless refugee living in Canada who 
tries to return to Iraq so that he can be with Nour 


despite the warnings from his family. 

The play was written by Amir Al-Azraki. who is 
a lecturer in the Studies in Islam course at Renison 
University College at the University of Waterloo 
He based the play on a story told to him by one of 

'The play explores a forbidden love story that 
talks about taboo topics like abortion and young 
love Al-Azraki said. It also shows that it wasnt 

problems for Iraq and their society.' 

The Widow first debuted last summer at 
Summerworks 2014 in Toronto and received rave 
reviews. Torontoist Magazine ranked it No. 2 in 
their 'Ten Favourite Things from Summerworks 
2014 list. NOW Magazine gave it four stars and 


called it. "A gripping, heart-wrenching drama about 
forbidden love in present day Basra.* and 'A badly 
needed snapshot of the struggles faced by moderate 

“The well-written script by Amir Al-Azarki had 
me intrigued, in tears and at the edge of my seat. 
A thought-provoking, powerfully written well-per- 
formed play.* said Ashima Suri a critic for Mooney 
on Theatre 

Over 50 students attended the play and were 
standing ovation 

The Widow is an emotional story that shows the 
hardships people in Iraq must go through every- 
day and how something as simple as falling in 



Let Conestoga assist you on your pathway to success! 




For Newcomers and 
Community Providers 


Learn about programs 
and services at Conestoga. 


CONESTOGA 


WELCOmmG flEUUCOmERS 

TO COflESTOGR COLLEGE 


Friday May 8, 2015 
9:30am to 12:00pm 


For additional information, please visit: 

www.conestogac.on.ca/welcomingnewcomers 


Doon (Kitchener) Campus, 299 Doon Valley Drive in 
the Blue Room (enter through Door4 and go down 
the stairs to the main cafeteria). Parking will be 
free in Lot #14 during the hours of the event 


RSVP: Event &Tour Coordinator, Kim Crackel 

kcrackel@conestogac.on.ca 

519-748-5220*2383. 
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Carved wood and wound nickel 


Has the electric guitar’s final chord been played? 



ly bands that still 


On the earner of Victoria 
and Park Street in Kitchener, 
there is a sleepy little plaza 
tucked out of the way Within 
this plaza is a musical haven 
called The Guitar Corner. 
Opened by Duane King the 
music retail store is the only 
one in Kitchener that special- 
izes in guitars. King sells 
brands that other stores don’t 
carry, conducts repairs for 
people who need instruments 
and equipment fixed in a 
pinch and makes custom gui- 
tars for acclaimed recording 
artists The Guitar Comer is 
dedicated to keeping interest 
in the guitar high. 

Unfortunately, the irlstru- 


Jon Knight and 
eclectic blend of 


quickly , but each note only has 
one pitch." said Jon Knight, 
the bands lead singer. "With 
a guitar, you can bend the 
pitch or modulate it further 
Its the little bends and vibra- 
tos that add so much to the 
instrument, and that’s why 


Knight has been a dedicated 
guitarist since he was a kid Ms 
influences range from country 
blues guitar player Mississippi 
Tired McDowell to legendary 
slide player Derek Trucks. 

"He added so many little dif- 
ferent vibratos and different 
touches to slide guitar that 
just opened up how expres- 


is slowly dwindling. 

According to a March 27. 2015 
article on multimillion-dollar 
marketer Brandon Gailles offi- 
cial website, shipments of elec- 
tric guitars have declined 4.6 
per cent to 1.10 million units 
in 2014 whereas shipments of 

same time frame The acous- 
tics market now has 34.7 per 
cent of the market share, a full 
10 per cent more than the elec- 
tric market. 

Purchases of used guitars 


Through years of pr 
Knight has developed h 
approach to playing slic 


cally due to the rising price of 
new guitars (up 10 per cent in 
the last decade), coupled with 
hi gh unemployment r ates and 


biggest ga 


and synthesizers, the former 
growing by 15.52 and the lat- 
ter growing by 13.53 per cent 
in 2013. Conversely, sales of 
electric guitars only rose by 
4.21 per cent in 2013. This 
trend can be easily explained 


?s picker Gary Cain 
playing the guitar 

ducation in Humber 


ir trend the 2014 
sociation of Music 
(NAMM) Global 
ms tr ates that the 


He thinks 
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HOROSCOPE 

Week of April 13. 2015 


m 


w 

Aries 

March 21 - 
April 19 


Libra 

September 23 - 
October 22 

move up the ladder' in your you down 
career. Listen carefully to another cl 
those in authority and work eyes open 
hard. Your efforts will pay what s com 
off. 

There s always 
ance Keep your 
and be ready for 
ng your way 


Taurus 

April 20 - 
May 20 


Scorpio 

October 23 - 
November 21 


Don't let others tell you that You art 
you're aiming too high tor You net 
your goals. This week, be tasks tl 
determined to prove them ished 1 


Cancer 

June 22- 
July 22 


If you help others not 
will benefit you in the i 
future. Friendships 
bring personal satisfactit 


Leo 

July 23- 
August 22 


Aquarius 

January 20- 
F e binary 18 


enced the loss of some- 
le close to you. Look for 
imfort from those around 
au and keep a positive 


Virgo 

August 23 - 


sJ-.Vcf 


Pisces 

February 19- 
March 20 


Success is just around the 
you've been doing and you'll 


your friends personal busi- 
ness If they want advice, 
theyll simply ask for it. 


m 


The Stars have spoken. 



Zampa. bolds 
dnnking one li 


the record for 
re of beer the 
seconds. 


ew ones 



6 

9 


4 


8 

1 

Sagittarius 

November 22- 
December21 

7 




1 8 



3 


8 

5 


2 



6 

Something important is 

6 

9 


3 


lard and your efforts will 
be greatly rewarded 


1 


7 6 

9 s 


7 



5 

6 1 

H 

Capricorn 

December 22- 

6 

4 


3 

i i 

Januaiy 19 

5 


7 


S 4 

Soon you will be tempted to 

8 



4 9 

6 2 


If you plant a seed from 
certain type of apple, you ai 
almost guaranteed to grow 
different type of apple tree. 

Chinese-crested dogs can g' 


Fill in the grid with digits in 
such a manner that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box accommo- 
dates the digits 1-9, with- 
out repeating any. 


G X E F I L 

R L J J N O 


Earth Day 

I W I V S H E R 
AVRESNOC 


KREDUCEWZECNEHKP 
CCREUSEDTRDRARY I 
NOUHMEYAURGTEE IQ 
OOMOONWORYRT SC LZ 
I VOPBQSXARENEYFC 
TNWXOEODYTOE LCSJ 
UB I SRSUVA I ZMALRD 
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L R J S C A 


C M O C O O 


OGDTLLNSST 
P 0 C E C 


DWRH IGNTZ 
BJAYVDRWQ 


ZCSXZHLP 


H K E K Q 


P R A H 


E O D X R 


EARTH 

DAY 

APRIL 

ENVIRONMENT 

RECYCLE 

REUSE 

REDUCE 

RESOURCES 

WATER 

LAND 

AIR 

GLOBAL 

ENERGY 

CLIMATE 

POLLUTION 

COMPOST 

EXTINCTION 

WILDLIFE 

CLEAN 

CONSERVATION 

TRASH 
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Laugh with High Comedic Value 


IV CASSIE IULECKI 


ad at York University. The 
igle image cartoon is struc- 
red more like improv com- 
y than a comic strip 
I was Clipping through the 
hool newspaper, and saw 

[mediately hooked he said 
de really enjoys comedy. 

sation. and thought that 
always a challenge when 


with e 


l He needs to 


"Obviously I liked 
my name in print, anc 
specifically, casually pc 


comics for his school newspa- 
per. which he did every week 
for two years But he had to 
put it on hold when he went 
to law school. After he gradu- 
ated horn Queens University, 
he began working as a lawyer 
but missed having that cre- 
ative outlet 

"I decided to revive my comic 

format/ he said. 

He has been drawing com- 
ics and posting them online 
every week since September 
2013 usually getting a cou- 
ple of thousand views weekly 
through his website. Facebook 

Most of his comics feature 
two main characters who play 
different roles in various set- 
tings. 

"Most other webcomics are 
heavily reliant on existing 
sci-fi or fantasy themes The 

based on everyday life, and 
put a spin on what s going on. 
he said. 

His favourite comics are 
the ones that say what every- 
one is thinking, but haven't 
been able to put it into words. 
He gets his ideas from any- 
where and everywhere They 
are often based on something 
that has happened to him the 
week before. 

"My dose friends often find 
their thoughts and inadver- 


page. but such is the price of 
friendship he said. 

training, but he believes his 
drawings are OK He is very 
proud of how much he has 
improved compared to when 
he first began the comic 

‘1 was terrible in art class 
in elementary school, and my 
Grade 7 self would be horri- 
fied to learn that I was pursu- 
ing this cartooning hobby so 

In the past month. Panju has 
exhibited his comics at conven- 

at the Kitchener TriCon He 
will be at the Ottawa ComiCon 
this May and Toronto Fan 
Expo in September 

events is way different than 
what I'm used to. it's real- 
ly neat to meet readers in 
person and to get feedback 
about what they like about 

Panju plans on publishing a 
paperback version of his comic 
in the future that will include 
his best ones. He also plans to 
explore deeper themes in the 



highcomedicvalue.com or the 
Facebook page titled High 
Comedic Value or follow Panju 
on Twitter @legally_brown. 





RTTERTIOR RETURMflG STUDER1S 

Tuition payment has changed for 
September! 

- Deposit due June 15th 

- No deferral fees 

- Remaining tuition due in August 

For more information: 

www.conestogac.on.ca/payingyoi 


In recognition of National Volunteer Appreciation 
Week, Student Life would like to thank all of the 
volunteers who have supported us this year. 

Orientation Leaders 
Student Life Leaders 
English Conversation Partner Volunteers 
Earth Day Committee Members 
International Women's Day Committee Members 

Thank you for getting involved, being the difference, 
and shaping your community! 


WTUDENTLIFE 

• AS SHAPE YOUR EXPERIENCE 



